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Subject: Letter of support to Nacionalno Vijeće Učenika Hrvatske
To whom it may concern,
We claim that there is student activism to be found behind every historical process pushing society in a new direction. On the 17th of November 1939, thousands of Czechoslovak students in protests against the Nazi occupation were sent to concentration camps and executed. But already before, students across the world have come together in demand for democracy, peace and justice. It is commonly acknowledged that student protests have been crucial factors in fighting any kind of authoritarian regime, from the resistance of Nazism till the current struggles for freedom. 

The 17th of November is the International Day of Students. This is the day when we look back at the struggles of the students in the past, commemorate the victims and try to comprehend the results of their activism. Turning towards the future, on this day we pay attention to the struggles in front of us and reach out to all students and school students to join the fight - history has taught us a lesson; there is nothing stronger than unity!    

Education must ensure freedom for students and school students to develop their potentials and enable them to proactively form society. The involvement of students and school students in any decision-making concerning them is an essential pre-requisition for this. It is up to us to make this reality. 
On 17th November 2009 we will be celebrating the 70th anniversary of the struggles of the student movement world wide. We call for demonstrations, rallies, happenings and seminars for free access to high quality education and recognition of students’ rights. Therefore OBESSU would like to express its support to the school students in Croatia in their celebration of the 17th November and fight for school student rights which makes them a part of an international action day. 

On behalf of the OBESSU Board

Aleksandra Maldžiski
